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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 
     Dear Members and Friends of the Philadelphia Chapter:  

 
I’m excited that it’s the beginning of a new fiscal year and the start of my term as President of 
the Philadelphia Chapter.  It was about 4 years ago that Lori McKeage asked me step up as 
Vice President, with the intention of me following Renee Cooper into the President-Elect 
position and subsequently to President.  I’m not sure I really thought this day would come, or 
maybe I was hoping it wouldn’t.  The idea of leading a large group of successful, professional 
women was a little daunting, as well as speaking in front of a large group like we have at 
Student Night.  But the last 4 years have allowed me to have the time to observe Lori & Renee’s 
successes and that has helped me overcome some of my anxiety.  First I would like to thank 
both of them for allowing me to share in their experiences so that I may be able to follow some 
of their positive examples.  Secondly, I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone for 
their support and encouragement.  I am honored that everyone has faith that I will be able to 
lead our chapter through a couple of successful, productive & fun years. 
 
 Our planning meeting was Saturday, July 23rd and we had a great turnout.  Thanks to all that 
were able to take time out of their summer Saturday to help the chapter plan our calendar and 
work through a lot of questions and information.  Thank you to Mary Claire Corcoran, and 
her family, for opening their home for our meeting.  She is a wonderful host.  You will find a 
preliminary calendar of events later in this newsletter.  We will continue to edit and add 
information to the newsletters and website, as the speakers and venues are solidified. 
 
 It has been a number of years since we’ve updated the Philadelphia Chapter Bylaws.  Thanks 
to Mary Feeney Bonawitz, we were able to review and come to a consensus of the items that we 
would like to change or are required to change, due to the National Bylaws.  You will be 
receiving an email explaining the changes that need to be voted on and the procedures that we 
need to follow in order to formalize these changes. 
 
Another topic we discussed was the new Financial Literacy Program.  Mary-Claire Corcoran 
has agreed to be the Chairperson for this new committee.  Our National Educational 
Foundation is promoting this program as a way to conduct financial literacy education in our 
communities.  I’m really excited about this and think it will be a wonderful way to reach out to 
those who can really use our help.  Please contact Mary-Claire if you’re interested in learning 
more and helping to get this program off the ground. 
 
And finally, we discussed Student Night and the Mentor Program.  Gwen Ruff has agreed to 
chair both of these programs.  Her enthusiasm for ASWA and the benefits we can share with 
students is invaluable.  She’ll need a lot of help and support as she tackles both of these 
programs.  I’m excited about the new venue we have for Student Night.  Gwen’s employer, 
Wawa, has graciously agreed to let us use their facilities at Wawa University located in Lima, 
PA.  Please reach out to Gwen if you are able to help with either of these programs.   
  
I would love to see everyone at our meeting on September 8th at DeVry University in King of 
Prussia.  We have a great speaker, Sandy Clitter.  She will be sharing a lot of interesting and 
practical computer and internet tips.  I’ve seen her blog and it really has some useful 
information. 
 
Pam Wenner 
President of the Philadelphia Chapter 
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Septem ber Meeting Notice  
 
 
Event:   Software on a Shoestring  
 
Location:  DeVry University  

150 Allendale Rd 
Suite 3250 
King of Prussia, PA 19406 
Phone; 484-686-2999   
 

Date/Time:   Thursday, September 8 at 6:00 pm  
 
������ Members:  $ 20.00 
  Non-members $ 25.00 
  Students  $ 15.00 
 
RSVP:  Please contact Pam Wenner by end of day, 
  Wednesday, September 7, 2011 by email  
   aswaphilly@gmail.com  
 
 
Topic : While technology can be fabulous, it can also be expensive.  Have you 
ever needed to do something ‘just once’, but in order to do it, you’d have to invest in new 
software?  Take a tour with us of a bunch of free or inexpensive tools that you can 
incorporate into your technology arsenal – without going broke in the process! 
 

About our Speaker: 
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As an Information Architect and Business Processes consultant, 
Sandy provides her clients with insightful solutions to business 
challenges. She works with small and mid-sized companies, helping them 
to manage the data and systems that drive their business, rather than 
allowing the systems to drive the processes. 

Previously holding positions as Vice President of Finance at R-
Tex Ribbons and Decorative and Quaker City International, then the post 
of Director of Information Technologies for Re:Source Americas (a 
division of Interface, Inc), Sandy has a unique perspective for truly 

understanding the business requirements and challenges, while understanding the 
technology solutions which appropriately support the business. While at Re:Source, she 
implemented computer network spanning 86 locations to support a $750 million division. 

Since founding SLC Consulting, Sandy has delivered accurate and timely results 
for her clients, including Bancroft Construction, Longford Group, Cala Homes (UK), 
Craftmark/ Craftstar Homes, Constellation Systems, Elan Pharmaceuticals, and Keystates 
Management. 

Currently, Sandy is the Treasurer and Corporate Partners Committee Co-Chair for 
the Greater Philadelphia Chapter of the National Association of Women Business Owners 
(NAWBO), and is an active member in Business Development Resources (BDR).  

A graduate of Drexel University (Philadelphia, PA), she holds an MBA in 
Information Technology (formerly MIS). Her undergraduate degree is a Bachelor of Science 
from Cornell University, in Ithaca, NY. 



 

Our Affiliations 
�

���������	�
���
��
���
���
�����
���	��
����������
	�����������
��������������
	������
��
� �������
���	��
	�
�����
������������� �������	
��
���	!��� ����"����
���
����"���������� ��������� #$���
������
�
%�
��� ����
���	������ ������	���
������ ������ �&���'��(���	�
��� ��
����������
	������� ��� ������	��
�&�������"����
���&��&���������� �
�������)�

 
�

  ���������	

���
� �
�
�
�
�
�
� � �

�   .����������	
��



 
 

����������������  
 
 

 

��������	�
�������
���
	������	����������
� �

� �������	��	������	������
 
Kris Culliton will be our Regional Director for the upcoming year.  She joined the Wichita 
Chapter in the late 1990’s, and this will be her second full term acting as a Regional Director.   
She is also serving her first year as a Director on the ASWA Educational Foundation.  Kristin 
had just gotten back from the North Central Regional Conference in Ames, IA.  She reports 
that the conference was fantastic, and  “has left me re-energized and ready to go.” 
 
You may reach her by using her contact information found on page one of our newsletter.  
Let’s give Kristin a hearty welcome to the Philadelphia Chapter! 



 

   2011 Annual Conference for Women in Accounting               
-"Defining Value in All Areas of Accounting & Finan ce"  
  (Formerly JNC)   
  October 24-26, 2011  
  Westin Charlotte  
  Charlotte, NC  

 
 
The American Society of Women Accountants offers several events throughout the year on the 
national, regional and local levels. The 2011 Annual Conference for Women in Accounting  held in 
conjunction with the American Woman's Society of CPA's offers the opportunity to earn up to 24 hours 
of continuing professional education at an affordable price. The Annual Conference provides a 
program that offers a myriad of opportunities to help you meet your continuing education goals, 
whether technical or "soft-skills" focused, as well as an opportunity to network with other women of 
similar backgrounds.  
  
The 2011 Annual Conference for Women in Accounting will be held in Charlotte, North Carolina on 
October 24-26 at the Westin Charlotte. To make your hotel reservation at the special group rate of 
$169 per night, call 866-837-4148. When calling, please be sure to identify yourself as part of the 
"2011 ASWA & AWSCPA Annual Conference" to receive the group rate. The deadline to make 
reservations at the group rate is September 30, 2011, subject to availability.  
  
View all conference details, including the preliminary schedule, Charlotte, NC visitor information and 
registration details, on the Annual Conference website  or download the preliminary program 
brochure . 
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For those of you unable to attend the Annual conference for Women in accounting, you shouldn’t miss 
the Pennsylvania Conference for Women - : 
�

�
�
Following are the keynote speakers of the October 25th Pennsylvania Conference for Women! Learn more and 
see all speakers at http://paconferenceforwomen.org  
 
Gloria Steinem — feminist activist, writer and co-founder of the National Women’s Political Caucus 
 

Martha Beck —life coach, columnist and author 
 

Marion Jones —celebrated track and field athlete; WNBA player 
 

Helene Gayle —president and CEO of CARE USA; founding president of the Ms. Foundation 
 

America Ferrera —actress and artist ambassador for the global humanitarian organization Save the Children 
�

Tory Johnson —founded Women For Hire and an author�
�

Denise Morrison —president and chief executive officer of Campbell Soup Company 
 

Betsy Myers —	director of the Center for Women & Business at Bentley University 
 

Gretchen Rubin —	author of the #1 New York Times and international bestseller, “The Happiness Project.  
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Calendar of Events 
2011-2012 

 
 
 

��
����� ��������	���
��� � �
��	�������
������� �� �
� � � � � � 
������
������
���������������
� � � � � � ��������������������������
���������
� � � � � � 
���������������������������
�

� �  ��
���������������� � �������
��� �� �

��� ������
��! �� �
� � � � � � ����!���
�����������"����������"� ��
� � � � � � #��
�
���$�����
����������������������
�����%
������
�
"�#������ 
��&���� 
���� � �  ����	�����"�#������� �� �
� � � � � � !�'��(�
)���
���
��*
���
� � � � � � 
�������+��	�&������,����-����.�*
/�0�����

��������
)����1�!�'��-�����
)��
� � � � � � � ����������
��1��������!
�����
� � � � � � � ������%23�.�2���*��������
� � � � � � � ������34
�.��2��
�

� � 	��������������� � $�������"�#������%& �� �
� � � � � � ���������4��
&�����
� � � � � � 	��������������0
������*��������
�
'�������� 
��
���� � � � �2#�
�
(������� ��������	���
��� �  ����	�����(�������%% �� �
� � � � � � *����
����2#�
� � � � � � ����(�&����
�
)�������� ��������	���
��� � ������
)����5�
���	���
���',!3%
�
�
�
*����� � ��������	���
��� �  ����	�����*������+ �� �
� � � � � � ���/
�6��
���������7
��"� 5�
� � � � � � ������
)��.����
��������
���
������8'���������&�

������������������
��9�
�

��� � � ��������	���
��� � �
��	���������%, �� �
� � � � � � *����
���.��2#�
� � � � � � ������
)��.����
������������
���
�
(���� � ��������	���
��,� � ���	�����(����%�

 �

  Installation of Officer’s Tentative – W. Laurel H ill Cemetery – Bala Cynwyd ��
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